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SPINNING PLATES - SYNOPSIS 
 
Spinning Plates is a documentary about three extraordinary restaurants and the incredible people who bring 
them to life.  A world-renowned chef competes for the ultimate restaurant prize in Chicago, while privately 
battling a life-threatening condition.  A 150-year-old restaurant in Iowa is still standing only because of an 
unbreakable bond with the community. And a fledgling Mexican restaurant in Tucson struggles as its owners 
risk everything to survive and provide for their young daughter.  Their unforgettable stories of family, legacy, 
passion and survival come together to reveal how meaningful food can be, and the power it has to connect us to 
one another. 
 

THE RESTAURANTS AND THE CHEFS 
 

Alinea 
Chicago, Illinois 
 
Grant Achatz, Chef, Owner 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Grant Achatz is one of the most acclaimed chefs working today.  His restaurant, Alinea, in Chicago, has been 
named Best Restaurant in North America and seventh best in the world by the industry bible, S. Pellegrino’s 
Restaurant magazine.  Alinea was awarded three stars in the Michelin Guide for Chicago in 2011 and 2012; the 
Mobil Travel Guide honored Alinea with its Five Star Award, and the restaurant received four stars each from 
the Chicago Tribune and Chicago magazine. Gourmet magazine declared Alinea the “Best Restaurant in 
America” in its twice-per-decade list of America’s Top 50 Restaurants.  Achatz himself was named the “next 
great American chef” by The New York Times and “Rising Star Chef in America,” by the James Beard 
Foundation.   
 
Born in Michigan in 1974, Grant Achatz grew up in the restaurant industry. By his 12th birthday, Grant was 
mastering the basics and developing the skills that would lead to his becoming one of the foremost innovators in 
the field of progressive cuisine.  A graduate of the Culinary School of America, Achatz spent 4 years working 
with Thomas Keller at the acclaimed French Laundry in the Napa Valley. Achatz thrived in this highly creative 
and dedicated environment, and after two years became sous chef. 
 
Achatz realized a lifelong dream by opening Alinea in Chicago in May 2005. The restaurant received early 
attention and was nominated by the James Beard Foundation as the Best New Restaurant in America. For 
Achatz, cooking and plating food is an art form, and his motivation comes from doing things no one else has 
done before. His extraordinary detail is part of what makes his preparation so exquisite and he is undaunted by 
spending 12 hours working on what will become one bite of food.  As he struggles with downplaying his 
anxiety leading up to the Michelin ranking, he finds time for his two sons, embarking on creative adventures.  
 
In 2007 Achatz was diagnosed with cancer of the mouth, the treatment of which threatened not only his taste 
buds, but his life. After extensive research, he underwent a radical therapy that was successful, leaving him 
cancer-free and taste buds intact.  His is a story of dedication and commitment to his unique artistic calling.  

“Food is art, craft and 
science.” 

- Grant Achatz 
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Breitbach’s Country Dining 
Balltown, Iowa 

Mike Brietbach, Owner 
 
First open in 1852, the original country diner was a popular 
stagecoach stop for cross-country travelers. In 1891, it was purchased 
by the Breitbach family, and Breitbach’s Country Dining has been in 
the family ever since.  Mike Breitbach is the 6th generation owner, 
and he runs the restaurant with his wife, Cindy, their two children 
and son-in-law.  
 

Breitbach’s is the quintessential small town family restaurant, a place 
where townspeople  “check in – it’s how everyone starts their day.” 
Cindy Breitbach says, “It’s a restaurant, but it’s more of a community 
center.”  Friends and neighbors stop by and say hello to other friends, 
over a hot cup of coffee and a pastry. 
 
Known for its delicious pies by loyalists and regulars spanning 
hundreds of miles – Cindy bakes all the pies - Breitbach’s Country 
Dining serves hearty breakfasts and their famous buffets to the 
residents of the local communities, and to travelers who now stop by 

in Winnebagos. They are regionally famous for their fried chicken, which has hypnotic qualities.   
 
When a tragic Christmas Eve fire burned the well-loved establishment to the ground in 2007, the community 
rallied behind Mike Breitbach, contributing resources, materials and manpower. The support of family and 
friends as well as the sense of tradition and history and what Breitbach’s Country Dining has stood for gave 
Mike Breitbach the courage to rebuild. 
 
 

La Cocina de Gabby 
Tucson, Arizona 
Francisco and Gabby 
Martinez, owners 
Gabby Martinez, chef 
 
A small Mexican restaurant, La Cocina de Gabby was named by 

Francisco for his wife Gabby, who learned to cook from her mother.  Now the whole family spends their days in 
the kitchen, preparing meals for customers while Francisco and Gabby’s daughter Ashley plays among the pots 
and pans.   
 
For Francisco and Gabby, food is the very essence of life, and the main meal of the day is their offering of 
nourishment and delight to the old and the new generations. The recipes have been handed down from 
generation to generation. Gabby loves her mother’s food, and she prepares it with pride, under her mother’s 
watchful eyes. “The true seasoning is in a person’s hands,” she says in Spanish, kneading dough. For Francisco, 
the delicious smells of the food reminds him of his childhood. Food is family.   
 
But the challenges of maintaining a successful business, owning a home and raising a child are compounded for 
Francisco and Gabby, who had hope that La Cocina de Gabby will provide some financial security for 
themselves and for Ashley. 

“There have been times 
I’ve been mowing the 
lawn, and I smell the fried 
chicken… and I just turn  
the motor off and go  
have lunch.” 

- Breitbach Patron 

“The true seasoning is in 
a person’s hands.” 

- Gabby Martinez 
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PRODUCTION NOTES 

 
 
 
Joseph Levy, director, producer, writer and editor of 
Spinning Plates, developed an interest in food and 
cooking at an early age. “My father was a chemist,” 
said the director.  “When I was young, he would bring 
home different materials from his lab and show me 
exciting science experiments.  At a certain age, I 
discovered cooking and I found that it involved 
everything I loved about science, but it also tasted good 
and made people pretty happy.” 
 
 “I cooked throughout my childhood and used to talk to 
my mother about the possibility of opening a restaurant 
when I got older,” Levy continued. Music, and then 
film and TV, ultimately took over. “But food was 
always an important part of my life and my family.” 
 
Levy’s passion for cooking and his professional life as a filmmaker would finally overlap in 2002 while Levy 
was impatiently waiting for a television show he had set up with MTV to move forward.  “I went to a wine 
tasting that a friend of mine organized at a restaurant, and while I was walking around, I started thinking about 
how interesting the world of restaurants was and how little I had seen of it on television.  So I approached Mark 
Peel at Campanile, and asked if I might come in with cameras for a few days to put a promo together for a show 
I wanted to sell to Food Network.” 
 
The show ended up being “Into The Fire”, a James Beard Award nominated Food Network series that looked 
behind-the-scenes at some of the nation’s most renowned restaurants. “From that point on,” said Levy, “food 
was a part of my career.” 
 
“Since then,” Levy continued, “I’ve always been drawn to finding and shining a light on the unmanufactured 
drama and incredible human-interest stories that exist within the world of food and restaurants.”  

 
One of the restaurants featured in “Into The Fire” was Trio, just 
outside of Chicago, where Grant Achatz was executive chef. 
“The dinner I had at Trio was the most incredible dining 
experience of my life,” said Levy, and added, “only to be 
surpassed by later experiences at Alinea.”  The 29-year-old, 
Achatz was a fascinating, driven character.  “Two years after 
opening Alinea, it was named best restaurant in the nation.  Two 
years after that, Grant got the diagnosis that thrust him into a 
fight for his life,” continued Levy. “He’s one of the most 
interesting and brilliant people I have ever met, and I really 
wanted to tell his story.” 
 
Achatz would represent the high-profile, high-end culinary world 
of ratings and “best” lists and imaginative, breakthrough cooking 

methods.  For the second film, Levy wanted a family restaurant. “I was looking for something like a particular 
restaurant I grew up with in Corpus Christi, Texas, called Andy’s Country Kitchen,” said Levy. 

“I was looking at a collection  
of images of people having breakfast 

around the world.   
In those images, it was clear  

there was something about food that 
transcended geography,  

culture and even time, and suddenly 
made the world seem  

like a much smaller place.”   
- Joseph Levy 

 

“I started thinking about making a 
film in which three incredibly 
dissimilar restaurants – three 
restaurants that seem to not even 
belong in the same film with one 
other – slowly become 
superimposed to reveal something 
greater than the individual parts – 
something that couldn’t be seen by 
looking at any one of them alone.” 
- Joseph Levy 
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He had never heard of Breitbach’s Country Dining prior to 2010. “I knew the basic blueprint I was looking for  
- It was a place where everybody seemed to know everyone else and the color of your collar didn’t matter.  It 
was a place where community just happened around food.” 
 
But Corpus has a population of about 300,000 people, and Levy wanted to find a place where the stakes were 
higher, where the restaurant and the town truly were interconnected. A restaurant that was the heart of the town. 
“It wasn’t long before I found myself in Balltown, Iowa, a town of about 70 with a restaurant that seats 400 that 
on some weekends serves 2000,” Levy said. “At the center of this family-owned legacy is a very special and 
beautiful relationship with its community, and an amazing story of how that relationship was put to the test.  
Breitbach’s was everything I was looking for and more.” 
 
The third restaurant, La Cocina de Gabby, was difficult to find and took Levy months of searching.  “I knew the 
story I wanted to tell,” described the director, “an ethnic restaurant run by owners who came to the U.S. in 
search of the American Dream.  I also knew that I wanted the drama driving their story to be completely true.” 
 
Levy believes that most viewers of today’s popular cooking shows are misinformed about what really happens 
in a professional kitchen. “Most of the drama people know of the food world today comes from television,” 
Levy said, “screaming chefs and mystery basket competitions.  I have nothing against that programming, but 
it’s entertainment… it’s manufactured and it’s an incomplete picture.” 
 
“This couple is trying to save their home from foreclosure and keep their family together while providing for 
their 3-year-old daughter,” explained Levy. “It’s an important story to tell, because it’s prevalent, and a very 
real snapshot of a part of the restaurant world that doesn’t get shown.” 
 
So how do you find a restaurant that’s struggling because not many people know about it?  Many food trips to 
many cities led Levy to a taste-bud busting day in San Diego, where he ate at 8 different restaurants in 8 hours.  
“I searched for hours on the internet for restaurants with only enough presence that I could find them,” said 
Levy. “That is how I found La Cocina de Gabby.” 
 
Levy was on a plane to Tucson the next morning, and arrived in time for lunch. “I took in the atmosphere and 
food for an hour, and then finally introduced myself to the owner,” Levy continued.   Within minutes, Francisco 
Martinez was sharing his life story with the director, with his wife and daughter at his side.  “There was no 
question in my mind that this was the restaurant for the film,” Levy said.  
 
Once Alinea and Breitbach’s Country Dining were committed to make the film, Levy was ready to initiate the 
search for financing. But just as he was about to get started, Levy’s father passed away.  “As soon as I emerged 
from the fog,” said Levy, “I decided I just needed to start making the film. Food has always been important to 
my family, and my father, in particular, loved eating at restaurants of different cuisines around the world.  I 
decided I wanted to dedicate the film to him, and at that point I was on a mission.” 
 
Levy makes short trailers, or sizzle reels, to present his ideas for a tv or film project to prospective financiers. “I 
self-financed the shoot at Alinea,” he said, “and cut a pre-production trailer for Spinning Plates using that 
footage to go after the rest of the budget.  Between some of my friends and long-time collaborators, I had a third 
of the budget raised.” 
 
“I was fortunate enough to have introductions made to Matt Leutwyler and Miranda Bailey at Ambush 
Entertainment,” continued Levy, “and Phil Rosenthal, who in addition to being the creator of one of the greatest 
television shows of all time, is a lover of food and an investor in restaurants.  They all felt they saw something 
special in the trailer, and within a short period of time the entire budget was raised.  All in all, the experience of 
putting this film together was incredibly smooth and the support given to me by the investors was invaluable.” 
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 “Our executive producer Sim Sarna introduced Joe to me at a Halloween party,” said Ambush Producer 
Matthew Leutwyler. “Joe told me his idea for the film. I was intrigued by the themes of family, sacrifice and 
dedication to pursuing the "American Dream" in the face of adversity, and invited him in to formally pitch to 
me and Miranda.” 
 
“We were pretty hands off,” said Ambush Producer Miranda Bailey, about her level of involvement in the 
production of the documentary. “We did finance half of the budget, but once we heard the details of Joe's 
concept and saw his five-minute sizzle reel, we realized he had a very specific and honest take on the material. 
We thought it best to support him when he asked for it, but to otherwise let him do his thing. We were not 
surprised with how well it turned out.” 
 
Bailey complimented Levy on his style, approach and commitment.  “He’s just about the easiest filmmaker we 
have ever worked with. Gracious and very willing to listen to other people's ideas. In the end, though, he stands 
strong for his vision, which is what you want out of a director.” 
 
“Joe is a real filmmaker,” said Leutwyler. “He has such a cinematic approach to his process. He's not just 
interested in telling a story. He really cares about his subjects and wants to immerse his audience in their worlds. 
He also has a strong music background, which is probably why his film feels so lyrical.” 
 
In many ways,” he added, “the core of the three stories is as old as filmmaking.” 
 
 
CINEMATOGRAPHY 
 
Levy hired the accomplished and artistic Erin Harvey as his Director of Photography. Levy and Harvey were 
introduced by a mutual college friend, and have known each other for many years,  “Erin subbed for me on 
“Into The Fire”, and I saw he had an amazing eye and incredible instincts,” said Levy complimentarily. “When 
I told him that I wanted to make something really special and very personal, he was in.” 
 
Despite the distance between the locations and the extent of the set-ups, it was a robust shooting schedule. “It’s 
a little unbelievable but we only shot a total of 18 days,” recalled Levy, 
“six in Chicago, six in Balltown, five in Tucson and one in Napa at the 
French Laundry.” Levy delayed shooting the last scenes. “The final day 
at each of the three main restaurants was shot a month or two after the 
principal shoot,” he said, “so we could come back and find out how 
things had progressed with each of their stories.” 
 
Erin Harvey talked about the challenges faced shooting in restaurants 
and kitchens during “real time” food preparation. “While each of the 
three restaurants portrayed in Spinning Plates fully cooperated with the 
film crew,” Harvey said, “their primary concern was still to please their 
customers, just as they would on any other day.  With that in mind, the 
film crew had to become invisible to the restaurant staff, but without missing a beat of action.  With cameras 
and microphones pushing to get as close as possible to the story, it was a delicate task not to upset a dish or 
back into a hot oven.  And the aroma of such mouthwatering dishes served as a constant source of distraction to 
the crew, who seemed to want more meal breaks than usual.” 
 
“Most cooking shows are shot in a completely staged situation,” Harvey continued, “inside a studio with 
artificial lighting.  Spinning Plates was shot in a true documentary style, with natural and existing lighting, and 
with the camera reacting to unscripted events as they unfolded.” 

“The aroma of such 
mouthwatering dishes 
served as a constant 
source of distraction to 
the crew, who seemed 
to want more meal 
breaks than usual.” 

- Erin Harvey 
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Harvey is quick to point out that the only thing Spinning Plates has in common with television’s cooking shows 
is that they both emphasize food.  “Those shows are often focused on the food itself,” he explained, “and 
Spinning Plates is first and foremost a story about the lives of its subjects.  The camera was trained on the 
people and their experiences far more than it was on the food.” 
 
Harvey worked with two cameras during the shoot, a Sony CineAlta PDW-F800 and a Canon 5DMark II DSLR, 
both digital models.   “Our schedule was so tight,” said Levy, “we actually didn’t have the time for anything 
calamitous to happen to us. We were so lucky.” 
 
“Working with Erin is always a great time,” added Levy. “I don’t know that I’d want to make a film without 
him.” 
 
 
MUSIC 
 
Levy chose composer Ed Shearmur to score the film. “Ed Shearmur is an amazing composer and I was so 
fortunate to get him for this film, “said Levy. “I had never met him before. I pursued him through some mutual 
friends as well as his agents.  And I guess I came along with a film he really sparked to at the right time.” 
 
“Ed gave me everything I wanted in the score, and I wanted a lot, “said Levy, who as a result of his own 
musical background, gives the score a special emphasis. “I knew I needed a heavy-hitting score.  It’s not only 
critical to me as a filmmaker, but as a person who grew up as a musician and studied film-scoring in college, it 
couldn’t be more important.  Ed’s music is so diverse yet all has such originality and class… I knew he was 
perfect for the film and he really came through.” 
 
EDITING 
 
As the ultimate hyphenate on Spinning Plates – producer, director, writer  - Levy also edited the film. “I have 
edited for a long time, it’s one of my favorite aspects of filmmaking and storytelling,” said Levy. “I took on 
editing this film with some hesitation.  I value and recognize the importance of collaboration, and I knew that if 
I was going to wear both director and editor hats, it was all the more critical that I had other voices and opinions 
in the mix.” 
 
Levy counts on his partner in Chaos Theory, Taz Goldstein, to regularly provide one of those voices. “Taz is an 
executive producer of Spinning Plates.  We have an amazing synergy that has evolved over the course of the 
ten-plus years we’ve worked together.  He was the first set of eyes on each scene, and my producer and 
longtime friend Jacqueline Lesko was the second set.  Based on the feedback from the open and time-tested 
relationships we all have, I had very strong navigational support. I knew when a scene was working and I knew 
when it wasn’t.” 
 
As the editor and the director, Levy’s editorial instincts were invaluable during the production process, 
repeatedly saving time as he anticipated being in the edit bay. “We shot very few days and an incredibly 
conservative amount of footage compared to other docs, “said Levy. “I was always keeping my mind’s eye on 
the cut when I was on set, and I was very strict with my approach to building this film. I wasn’t going to just cut 
a bunch of scenes and figure it out. I had a very specific plan going into the shoot and had the entire film 
outlined before I cut the first scene.  The final cut of the film is incredibly close to that original outline and I’m 
quite proud of that.” 
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As much as he loves to edit, Levy looks forward to collaborating “with someone else, to afford me the luxury of 
a little more perspective during the editing process.” 
 
Levy discussed the common themes that he discovered in making Spinning Plates. “This film isn’t so much a 
food movie, as it is a film about incredible people tied together by the common thread of food.  It’s a common 
thread that’s very powerful and quite universal.  It has always amazed me how one person might eat something 
without giving it a second thought, while that same dish might bring another person to tears with memories of 
childhood.  Food can be incredibly meaningful.” 
 
 “One of the most frequent comments I’ve heard from audiences has been, ‘I never thought I’d cry at a food 
movie.’” he added, smiling. “The truth is, this isn’t a food movie.  These stories are so universal, and the 
characters are so easy to relate to, it’s an incredibly emotional and personal movie.” 
 
Producer Matt Leutwyler said, “We hope that audiences can see that this film transcends being a "food doc". 
Though it’s about how food brings people together, the overall themes are much broader. Spinning Plates is 
really about family, legacy, staying true to who you are and pursuing your dreams.” 
 
 “Each of the subjects of the film is dealing with different challenges,” Levy said,  “economic survival, legacy, 
mortality – all of the stories are examples of food transcending its normal meaning and its place in the lives of 
most people.” 
 
“Some foodies relate most to Grant, and some non-foodies relate most to the Gabby, but by the end, they seem 
to relate to all three and perhaps come away surprised by how much emotion the film digs up within them, 
“Levy said. “Truthfully, audiences have been walking away with everything I hoped they would get from this 
film.  At the end of the day, it’s food, but it’s so much more than food.” 
 
One of Levy’s greatest joys was experiencing the incredibly delicious variety of foods at all three of the 
featured restaurants. “One of the good things about working in the food world is that one must eat a chef’s food 
before really trying to know and understand the chef.  A movie where one must research by eating at Alinea and 
the French Laundry is a pretty good movie.  Add amazing Mexican food and the best friend chicken you’ve 
ever tasted on top of that and life is pretty good.” 
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ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS 
 
JOSEPH LEVY (Writer / Director / Producer / Editor) 
 

A native of Texas, Joseph Levy attended the University of Southern California, 
with an initial emphasis in music composition, film scoring and cello 
performance.  Though graduating with a music degree, he spent his final two 
years studying film production at the USC School of Cinema-Television.  For 
several years after graduation, Levy worked in various capacities of 
production, development and representation. 
 
In 1999, Levy produced the highly acclaimed short film George Lucas In Love.  
It became one of the most viewed short films in internet history, and the best-
selling short film of all time, grossing over $500,000 from DVD, television, 
online and theatrical release around the world.  The film has earned a 
multitude of awards and accolades, and it has screened at festivals around the 
world including the Toronto International Film Festival, Cannes Film Festival 
and U.S. Comedy Arts Festival. 
 
In 2003, Levy founded Amusement Park Productions, an independent film, 
television and multi-media production company, which became Chaos Theory.  
Since then, Levy has created, written, produced and directed numerous series, 
pilots and specials for Fox Television Studios, Food Network, SpikeTV, FX, 
World Wide Pants and Fine Living.  He produced the independent feature film 
Last Man Running, which won the audience award at the Los Angeles Film 

Festival.  Levy’s first television series, a reality/documentary series for the Food Network titled “Into The Fire”, garnered 
a James Beard Award Nomination.  Spinning Plates marks his feature directing debut. 
Levy currently resides in Los Angeles. 
 
 
JACQUELINE LESKO (Producer) 

 
Jacqueline Lesko began her career as an executive 
assistant to such actors, producers and directors as Paul 
Reiser, Blake Edwards, Tom Shadyac, Craig Mazin, 
Denise DiNovi and Todd Lieberman. 
 
Lesko was Executive Producer on the award-winning 
George Lucas in Love (1999) and as the Producer, Co-
Writer and Co-Director on the feature length documentary 
Kiss My Grits: The HERstory of Women in Punk and 
Hard Rock (2001).  In 2004, she completed the 35mm 
short film The Vision, starring Sheeri Rappaport (CSI, 
NYPD Blue) and Jason Lewis (Sex and the City). Her 
short premiered at the Los Angeles Intl. Shorts Film 

Festival and went on to screen at The Sarasota Film Festival, VisionFest in New York City, Women in Film’s 
Independent Film Series and IFP/LA Cinema Lounge. In 2006, Jacqueline produced the one-woman play My Journey to 
Becoming a Super Woman that went on to perform at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival in Scotland. Throughout the years 
she has completed various feature film screenplays including Payback’s a Bitch, which is the expanded story of her 35mm 
short film The Vision.  
 
In 2011, Lesko wrote, produced and directed two commercial parodies that were featured on the websites Huffington Post 
Comedy, Jezebel, and College Candy.   
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MIRANDA BAILEY (Producer) 
 

Miranda Bailey is a producer, actress and documentary filmmaker. She began her 
entertainment career as a New York theater actress. Bailey’s television and film 
credits include on FOX's “Beyond Belief” and the NBC mini-series “The 60's”. 
Recently, she co-starred with Jeffrey Donovan (“Burn Notice”, “Changeling”) in 
the thriller Hindsight, which premiered at the 2009 Victoria International Film 
Festival, and for which Baily won Best Actress at the First Glance Philadelphia 
Film Festival. 
Bailey formed Ambush Entertainment in 2000, and since then has produced a wide 
variety of successful films. Bailey was an executive producer of the Academy® 
Award and Golden Globe nominated The Squid and the Whale, the critically-
acclaimed drama starring Laura Linney, Emmy® Award-winner Jeff Daniels, 
Jesse Eisenberg and Anna Paquin.  She produced the cult hit Dead & Breakfast, 
the 2006 sex comedy The OH in Ohio and Wonderful World which had its World 
Premiere at the 2009 Tribeca Film Festival.  Bailey also produced the drama, 
Against the Current, with Joseph Fiennes, Mary Tyler Moore and Justin Kirk; 
Super starring Rainn Wilson and Ellen Page; Every Day starring Liev Schriber, 
Helen Hunt, Carla Gugino and Brian Dennehy and she executive produced the coming-of-age, fly fishing novel adaption 
of The River Why.  She executive produced the Kristin Wiig comedy, Girl Most Likely, that premiered at the Toronto Film 
Festival. Other recent projects include the science fiction thriller Uncanny and the graphic novel-based Hellbenders 3D. 
Baily has directed three films; she made her directorial debut with the documentary Greenlit, which premiered at the 2010 
SXSW Film Festival; the short sex comedy Another Happy Anniversary and the short documentary A Look Behind The 
Scenes: Super.   Baily is also the co-founder of The Film Arcade, which launched at Sundance in 2012 
 
MATTHEW LEUTWYLER (Producer) 

 
A partner and founder of Ambush Entertainment,  Matthew 
Leutwyler studied film at the San Francisco Art Institute, and his 
first film, the black comedy Road Kill, won the Audience Choice 
Award for Best Feature Film at the Santa Barbara Film Festival.  
wrote and directed the comedy/horror/musical Dead and 
Breakfast,  starring Jeremy Sisto, Jeffrey Dean Morgan and David 
Carradine.  His producing and executive producing slate of films 
includes: The Oh In Ohio, starring Parker Posey and Paul Rudd; 
Lower Learning with Eva Longoria, Jason Biggs and Rob 
Corddry; Against The Current, with Joseph Fiennes,  Mary Tyler 
Moore and Justin Kirk (Sundance 2009); the Matthew Broderick 
and Sanaa Lathan drama, Wonderful World and Every Day, 
starring Helen Hunt,  Liev Schreiber and Carla Gugino, which 

made its World Premiere at the 2010 Tribeca Film Festival. 
 
In 2011 Leutwyler directed The River Why, starring William Hurt, Zach Gilford and Amber Heard, based on the 
acclaimed novel. He executive produced Super, starring Rainn Wilson and Ellen Page and directed the ensemble drama 
Answers To Nothing starring Dane Cook, Barbara Hershey and Julie Benz.  Leutwyler  and Ambush teamed with Title IX 
Productions to develop and produce The Bitch Posse to be directed by Catherine Hardwicke (Twilight).  Leutwyler 
executive produced two films that premiered at the 2012 Toronto Film Festival, the 3D horror comedy Hellbenders and 
the comedy-drama Girl Most Likely, starring Kristen Wiig and Annette Bening. Leutwyler is also a partner in The Film 
Arcade. 
 
AMBUSH ENTERTAINMENT 
Ambush Entertainment is a Los Angeles based, artist driven, independent film production company that, with its financing 
arm Cold Iron Pictures, is dedicated to producing provocative, diverse and original feature films, television and web 
content aimed at appealing to a wide audience. 
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TAZ GOLDSTEIN (Executive Producer) 
 

Taz Goldstein’s award-winning film, The Dancing Cow, was the first acquisition 
made by the Dreamworks and Imagine Entertainment co-venture for short-film 
distribution. The Daily Telegraph London ran the headline: “When the history of 
21st-century entertainment is written, it may all turn out to have started with a 
Dancing Cow.” 
 
Goldstein directed The Universal Truth starring Alec Baldwin, Dwayne Johnson and 
Nick Cannon, and the short Last Chance Lloyd, for Walt Disney Studios.  He 
produced Pearl Harbor II: Pearlmageddon, which had an extended run on HBO and 
Cinemax before being released internationally on DVD. 
 
Goldstein has written, produced or executive produced and directed numerous film 
and television projects for Fox Television Studios, FX, TBS, Food Network, World 
Wide Pants, MTV, the Primetime Emmy Awards and Morgan Creek Productions. He 
has also produced and directed new-media projects for Sony Electronics, Fuji Film 
and Adobe.  
 
Goldstein is a graduate of Emerson College. 

 
 
 
 
PHILIP ROSENTHAL (Executive Producer) 
 
Philip Rosenthal is the creator, executive producer and two-
time Emmy® Award winner for Best Comedy Series of the 
hit CBS show and one of the most popular television series of 
all time, “Everybody Loves Raymond.”  The show earned 
over 70 total Emmy®  nominations and won 15 times.  
Rosenthal, who stayed with the show for its entire run of 9 
years, also won a WGA Award for Excellence in Television, 
for the “Everybody Loves Raymond” episode, “Italy”. 
 
Rosenthal’s writing credits include the series “Down the 
Shore” and the popular “Coach.”  He wrote and produced the 
documentary Exporting Raymond, the short Around the 
World in 90 Seconds and the TV movie  
Earth to America.  Rosenthal directed President Bill Clinton 
in a White House Correspondents Dinner video, which was 
broadcast wide at the event, and he co-wrote “America:  A 
Tribute to Heroes”,  the 9/11 telethon which aired on all four networks and won a Peabody Award and an Emmy® 
nomination for Outstanding Writing. 
 
Rosenthal was born in Queens, New York, and started his career as an actor.  He appeared in James Brooks’ Spanglish, 
Walk Hard: The Dewey Cox Story and The Simpson’s Movie, as well as “Curb Your Enthusiasm” and “30 Rock”.   
 
Rosenthal lives in Los Angeles, with his wife, actress Monica Horan (Amy on “Everybody Loves Raymond”) and their 
two children.  
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SIM SARNA (Executive Producer) 
 

Sim Sarna is a graduate of the University of Southern California's School of 
Cinematic Arts.  Sarna was the  
in-house production coordinator at New Line Cinema, and worked in development 
for Robert Redford's Wildwood Enterprises and FX Networks.  Sarna was hired as a 
development executive at James Cameron's Lightstorm Entertainment.  As an 
independent producer he has produced or executive produced Winter Break, 
starring Milo Ventimiglia (“Heroes”) and Anna Faris; Lower Learning, starring Eva 
Longoria, Jason Biggs and The Hangover star, Ed Helms; Answers To Nothing, 
starring Dane Cook, Barbara Hershey and Julie Benz and  the sci-fi thriller, 
Uncanny,  starring Mark Webber and “The Office” star Rainn Wilson. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ERIN HARVEY (Cinematographer) 
 

Erin Harvey’s passion for images and filmmaking began at a 
young age, circling the globe with his photojournalist father 
before kindergarten and winning his first filmmaking award 
before his first shave.  Eager to perfect his craft, he traveled 
from his hometown of Richmond, Virginia to film school at 
Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles.  It was there 
that he first gained a reputation as a cinematographer, 
shooting many of the films produced there at the time. 
 
After film school, Harvey gained professional experience as 
assistant camera, grip, gaffer, boom operator, production 
assistant, and more.  He continued to develop his filmmaking 
and cinematography skills shooting independent projects, 
including the documentaries Ramadhan in Indonesia and 
Harold Hitchcock:  Life in Light, both winners of the Cine 
Golden Eagle award.   

 
His focus on documentary filmmaking soon led to work with PBS, the Discovery Channel, and a long relationship with 
National Geographic Television.  Gorilla Murders, a story about the struggle between park rangers and armed rebels in 
the Congo, received an Emmy nomination for cinematography, and The President’s Photographer, an intimate look inside 
the Obama White House, led to a private screening with the President and First Lady.  His first narrative feature film, 
Autumn, was an official selection for the Toronto International Film Festival and received the Best Cinematography award 
at the Newport Beach Film Festival.   
 
Harvey’s first collaboration with Spinning Plates director Joseph Levy was while shooting an episode of Into the Fire for 
the Food Network. 
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EDWARD SHEARMUR (Composer) 
 
Over the past two decades, Edward Shearmur has demonstrated his ability to 
transcend comedy, action, thriller, and dramatic projects alike. His gift for 
capturing the spirit of family material and comedy can be found in such films 
as Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick Rules, Jumping the Broom, Bride Wars, Blue 
Streak, College Road Trip and Miss Congeniality. His thrilling, heart-racing 
action scores can be found in The Count of Monte Cristo, Derailed, Charlie’s 
Angels, Charlie’s Angels 2, Johnny English, Sky Captain and the World of 
Tomorrow, Cruel Intentions, Reign of Fire, K-Pax, The Skeleton Key, and most 
recently Abduction. His tender, dramatic side was showcased beautifully in the 
2009 film Mother and Child, and he won an Emmy® Award for his theme to 
the Showtime series “Masters of Horror”.   Shearmur scored the ABC drama 
pilot “Devious Maids” from “Desperate Housewives” creator Marc Cherry. 
 
Shearmur was born in London, sang in a boy’s choir, and studied at the Royal 
College of Music. He became Michael Kamen’s assistant in the ’90s, and broke out with the drama The Wings of the Dove.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 14 

CREDITS 

 

THE FILM ARCADE PRESENTS 

a Chaos Theory / Ambush Entertainment production 

 

a film by Joseph Levy 

 

SPINNING PLATES 

 

Written & Directed by 

JOSEPH LEVY 

 

Produced by 

JACQUELINE LESKO 

JOSEPH LEVY 

 

Produced by 

MIRANDA BAILEY 

MATTHEW LEUTWYLER 

 

Executive Producer 

TAZ GOLDSTEIN 

 

Executive Producer 

PHILIP ROSENTHAL 

 

Executive Producer 

SIM SARNA 

 

Edited by 

JOSEPH LEVY 

 

Director of Photography 

ERIN HARVEY 

 

Additional Photography 

ROBERT MONIOT 
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Music by 

EDWARD SHEARMUR 

 

Co-Executive Producer 

KEN MARTINEZ 

  

Assistant Editor 

JONATHAN GREEN 

 

Featuring 

 

GRANT ACHATZ 

DAVE BERAN 

NICK KOKONAS 

 

ANNIE BREITBACH 

CINDY BREITBACH 

MIKE BREITBACH 

MIKEY BREITBACH 

DENNIS HOPPENWORTH 

SUSAN HOPPENWORTH 

HELEN SCHMITT 

RON SCHMITT 

ANDY WILWERT 

 

ASHLEY MARTINEZ 

FRANCISCO MARTINEZ 

GABBY MARTINEZ 

BERTA SOSA 

NORMA SOSA 

STEPHANIE SOSA 

 

THOMAS KELLER 
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 Production Sound Mixers KEN PRIES 
  RICH POOLER 
 
 Post Production Sound Services by SONIC MAGIC STUDIOS 
 Sound Mixed by RICHARD KITTING 
 Supervising Sound Editor STEVEN IBA   
 Sound Effects Editors CHRIS DIEBOLD 
  TREVOR GATES 
  STEPHANIE COATS 
 Dialogue Editor RYAN BRILEY 
 Assistant Sound Editor MARCUS ABROM 
 Sound Studio Manager ROBERT DEHN 
  
 Digital Intermediate by NEW HAT 
 DI Colorist GINO PANARO 
 Assistant Colorists CASSIDY GREENWOOD 
  JOHN MYRATO 
 DI Producer CHRISTINA GEAMBAZI 
 
 Score Produced by EDWARD SHEARMUR   
 Score Recorded by FRANK WOLF 
 Score Mixed by VINCENT CIRILLI 
 Assistant Engineer ADAM HARR 
 Production Assistance / Music Preparation GIONA OSTINELLI 
  SONYA BELOUSOVA  
 Orchestra Conducted by CHRIS WALDEN 
 Featured Musicians SONYA BELOUSOVA 
  CHARLIE BISHARAT 
  GEORGE DOERING 
  JOHN GOUX 
  ROGER WILKIE 
 Orchestra Contractor DAVID LOW 
 Concertmaster MARK ROBERTSON 
 

Musicians 
 ARMEN ANASSIAN  CLAYTON HASLOP LUKE MAUER 
 ALISHA BAUER AMY HERSHBERGER NELI NIKOLAEVA 
 VICTOR DE ALMEDIA JULIE JUNG GRACE OH 
 ANDREW DUCKLES CARRIE KENNEDY JOEL PARGMAN 
 TIM ECKERT AIMEE KRESTON LAURA PEARSON 
 NINA EVTUHOV FRANCIS LIU SUSAN RISHIK 
 KEITH GREENE LISA LIU NEIL SAMPLES 
 TREVOR HANDY LORAND LOKUSZTA ANDREW SHULMAN 
  DAVID LOW 

 
 Score Recorded at EASTWEST STUDIOS 
  HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 
 
 Clearances ENTERTAINMENT CLEARANCES 
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Archival Footage and Still Imagery Courtesy of 
GETTY IMAGES 

DEBORAH JONES 
LARA KASTNER 

KCRG-TV 
MICHELIN 

RESTAURANT MAGAZINE 
JEFF SCIORTINO 

WORLD’S 50 BEST 
 
 

Legal Counsel 
LICHTER, GROSSMAN, NICHOLS, ADLER & FELDMAN, INC. 

JAMES FELDMAN 
LYNN GRIFFITHS 

 
GRAY KRAUSS STRATFORD DES ROCHERS LLP 

ANDRÉ DES ROCHERS 
NICOLE COMPAS 

 
 

Special Thanks 
MATTHEW BARRY 

ABE & ANNETTE BERMAN 
ADAM BERRY 

BRANDON BRITO & MEGHAN LYVERS 
TOM & MARTY BRUNNER 

AQUEEL DARBAR & ELIZABETH LEVY 
TIMOTHY DOWLING 

DOROTHY DZIUBASIK / MEDIA DISTRIBUTORS 
HEATHER FINNEGAN 

JANINE GIAIME 
JONATHAN GOLD 

IAN & KATHRYN HIRSCH 
KRISTINE KEEFER / THOMAS KELLER RESTAURANT GROUP 

DEBORAH LURIE 
AMANDA MARSHALL 

KEN & PATTI MARTINEZ 
RICK NAHAS / CITY NATIONAL BANK 

JOE NUSSBAUM 
SCOTT SELFON 

KARA SLIFE 
THE PEOPLE OF BALLTOWN, IOWA 

 
 

Very Special Thanks 
CONNIE LEVY 
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